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…So what does "GNY 2005" see as its raison d'être? The press release opines that the exhibition "presents artists who have emerged since 2000" whose work "explores both [sic] this specific time period, during which New York City has changed dramatically ... ; and anticipates new artistic directions." Given that "anticipation," it's surprising that painting rests secure as the dominant medium; too bad most of it is awful, strong on whimsy and weak on ideas…
In the same room, I admired Andrzej Zieliński’s small paintings of mundane objects like laptops, each suspiring an unnamable, "existential" persona, all rendered in the absurdly dense impastos reminiscent of postwar European art informel and Tachist artists like Soulages, Mathieu, and Fautrier. The pairing of Schutz and Zieliński proved one of the more inspired moves on the part of the curators, offering to the spectators all kinds of compare/ contrast heuristic models for assessing the newest new painting.

