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Minerva Cuevas and Timothy Tompkins
By Amra Brooks
Timothy Tompkins, Shana Lutker, Justin Beal and Mateo Tannatt, and Allie Bogle

at Susanne Vielmetter Projects


Timothy Tompkins shows new paintings from his “Left Over” series, inspired by Chardin’s still lives. Basing the work on photographs he takes of sale merchandise that major department stores have a hard time getting rid of, Tompkins makes use of the unwanted items by placing them into “seasons” according to their color. The objects are almost theatrically placed, in a way that simultaneously showcases any possible potential or subjective attachment while exploiting the glory of the objects’ utter uselessness. 

Vielmetter’s two project spaces have been curated by gallery directors Gosia Wojas and Joanna Szupinska. Shana Lutker, Justin Beal and Mateo Tannatt offer a shift in perception or different view of reality. Lukter’s sculptures and drawings are works that have come to her in her dreams. In this case, she created a site-specific installation, transforming the room by covering the glass doors in gold doilies. Beal and Tannatt collaborated on a video in which they take an exceedingly long time to dismantle a sofa to create space for an exhibition. Baldessari-like spots soon appear over their faces to obscure their identity, while on a second monitor the spots are synchronized, offering a more abstract or surreal view into the same scenario.

Allie Bogle, who is currently an MFA student at CalArts, has filled a room with fake snow. Snow of any kind is wonderful to see in L.A., period, let alone in the stifling month of August. Each viewer gets to participate and create a new sculpture of sorts, whether it’s merely a flip-flopped footprint or something more ambitious or intentional. Bogle’s medium plays with the white-gallery-space cliché; her sense of humor is more than welcome.

